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GRENFELL REPORT
CRITICAL OF FIRE BRIGADE
The inquiry into the Grenfell Tower fire has published its
phase one report, which criticises London Fire Brigade
(LFB) for “serious shortcomings” and systemic failures in its
response.
The report by inquiry chairman Sir Martin Moore-Bick states
that fewer people would have died in the fire had London
Fire Brigade taken certain actions earlier. It is also critical of
the implementation of a stay put policy, the second phase
of the report will focus on the wider circumstances of the
fire, including the design of the building.
The Fire Brigades Union has reacted angrily to the report,
general secretary Matt Wrack said: “We strongly refute the
report’s assertion that it would have been possible or safe to
evacuate more than 150 people via a narrow smoke-logged
stairwell with just 30 firefighters. There is no evidence to
suggest that this was possible. There is therefore currently no
way of knowing if evacuation could have saved more lives.
“We are disappointed that the report makes no reference
to the vast additional resources needed to implement its
recommendations. It’s time for government to provide
national leadership, to properly fund and coordinate fire and
rescue services and ensure these urgent matters of public
safety are addressed.

“The true
culprits of the
fire are those
who wrapped
the building
in flammable
cladding,
who gutted
the UK’s fire
safety regime,
who ignored
the warnings
from previous fires, and who did not hear the pleas of a
community worried for their safety.”

Fire performance of external cladding
systems
The new BS 9414:2019 - Fire performance of
external cladding systems was published with
modest revisions on 27 September 2019 after
consultation into the application of results from BS
8414-1 and BS 8414-2 tests.

CORPORATE MANSLAUGHTER
CHARGES BEING CONSIDERED
FOR GRENFELL FIRE
The Metropolitan Police says there are reasonable grounds
that Kensington and Chelsea Council could face corporate
manslaughter charges in relation to the Grenfell Tower fire.
The Metropolitan Police sent a letter to survivors of the blaze
and explained that the charge was being considered following
the incident. This means that senior council officials are likely
to now be interviewed under caution.
The fire took place at the 24-storey residential tower block on
14 June and killed at least 80 people.
.
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SPRINKLER REVIEW FOR HIGH-RISE HOMES
Thousands of residents will benefit from safer
homes under proposals that would see sprinklers
installed in new high-rise blocks of flats, the
government announced on 5 September 2019.
The government is consulting on reducing the building
height for when sprinklers are required from the current 30
metres (approximately 10 floors) and above to 18 metres
(approximately 6 floors) or other relevant thresholds.
And a new Protection Board is being set-up immediately with
the Home Office and National Fire Chiefs Council to provide
further reassurance to residents of high-risk residential blocks
that any risks are identified and acted upon.
The Communities Secretary has made up to £10 million
a year of funding available to support the Board who will
provide expert, tailored building checks and inspections, if

necessary, on all high-risk residential buildings in England
by 2021. The Board will operate until a new building safety
regulator is established to oversee the new regulatory
regime for buildings and legislation on a new building
safety regime is introduced.
Their work will ensure building owners are acting on the
latest safety advice and keeping residents updated and
that interim measures are in place in all buildings with
unsafe aluminium composite material (ACM) cladding. This
work will be informed by current data collection work of
local authorities to identify types of cladding on high-rise
residential buildings.
As of 12 September 2019, the government is opening the
application process for the £200 million fund to accelerate
the pace of the removal and replacement of unsafe ACM
from privately-owned buildings.

HMO LANDLORD FINED FOR
SAFETY FAILINGS
Birmingham City Council has issued its first civil
penalty against a House in Multiple Occupation
(HMO) landlord in the Small Heath area.
Following the introduction of the civil enforcement
policy earlier this year, the HMO team has cracked the
whip on its first landlord.
The landlord was ordered to pay £2,000 for failure to
appropriately fit the property with fire safety measures.
The property which, housed nine people, was also
found to be operating without a license. While the new
policy brings powers to issue fines of up to £30,000,
mitigating factors can be considered by officers.

CIGARETTE FIRES ON THE RISE
New figures released by London Fire Brigade
reveal that twenty-one Londoners died in fires
relating to smoking last year.
The figures are double that of the previous year. They
also show that around three fires a day are linked to
smoking, with around two people a week being injured.
Smoking continues to be the largest cause of fatal
fires and the third largest cause of accidental fires
in the home. The figures show in London,
over the past five years, the number of
fire deaths caused by smoking is
76. Last year there were 1,213
smoking-related fires, with 108
people being injured.

In this instance, the immediate co-operation of the
landlord with the investigation and the swift completion
of the works to the property to a high standard meant
that the fine was reduced.

WHERE WILL I FIND GUIDANCE
ABOUT THE REQUIRED
STANDARDS FOR MY BUILDING?
It depends on the building in question. The best
place to start is the London or your local Fire &
Rescue Service website – it provides guidance
for most circumstances. If you are responsible for
specialised housing – for example, sheltered housing
– NFCC Specialised Housing Guidance.
If you need information about requirements for
purpose-built dwellings such as blocks of flats, the
Local Government Association (LGA) provides
useful information in their downloadable publication Fire safety in purpose-built flats.
If you are looking for more information about shared
houses, bedsits and HMOs – LACoRS guidance.
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Choosing a reputable
company to design
your fire alarm
Did you know that there are
currently NO legal minimum
qualification or training
requirements for people who
want to set up themselves up
as ‘fire alarm designers’? That’s
why it’s important to ensure
that the consultant or company
you appoint is accredited by a
professional body.

FIRE RISK ASSESSOR
PROSECUTED
South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue
has welcomed the prosecution
of a fire risk assessor, saying
it proves that there are
consequences for failing to
comply with safety laws.
David Thompson of Toftwood Health
& Safety Solutions was fined £750
and ordered to pay a £170 surcharge
and £1,000 costs at Sheffield
Magistrates Court on 23 August
2019 for failing to provide a suitable
and sufficient fire risk assessment.
Thompson pleaded guilty to the
offence under the Regulatory
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. The
offence related to a risk assessment
carried out at Hexagon student
accommodation on Rockingham
Lane, Sheffield.

Ashgate Property Developments Ltd
had already been fined £36,000 at
an earlier hearing for three separate
offences relating to the same premises.
In summing up this case, the judge
said that competence is knowing
when you yourself can do something
– and that risk assessors should
recognise the limits of their experience
and expertise.
Area manager Steve Helps, said, “This
verdict should serve as a stark warning
to building owners that people carrying
out fire risk assessments should
be competent and able to properly
consider all the risks within buildings.
“The sentence in this case proves
that people will rightly be held to
account if risk assessments are
found to be insufficient.”

GOSPORT FATHER DIES OF ASBESTOSRELATED CANCER MESOTHELIOMA

To ensure proven credibility
the certification body offering
accreditation needs to have been
validated by UKAS – the United
Kingdom Accreditation Service,
such as:
u The National Security
Inspectorate (NSI)
u Security Systems and Alarms
Inspection Board (SSAIB).
Several Third-Party Certificates
schemes cover fire alarms. Key
ones are LPCB LPS1014 and BAFE
SP203-1. We suggest that you
only use a design and installation
specialist who operates these
schemes.
Another quality hallmark is
professional membership – check
that they are a member of trade
organisations. Here are just a few
examples:
u British Security Industry
Association (BSIA)
u Electrical Contractors
Association (ECA)
u The Fire Industry Association
(FIA)
u Fire Protection Association (FPA)

A man was diagnosed in August with mesothelioma, a rare form of
cancer linked to asbestos exposure. Five-and-a-half weeks later,
the 36-year-old father was died.
The disease usually affects people aged 65 and over, making him one of
the youngest people in the UK to die from mesothelioma.
It is thought he came into contact with asbestos when he fell through a
garage roof aged 10.
His widow is now hoping to raise awareness of the campaign to ensure
that asbestos is removed from all older buildings.

These schemes are
acknowledged by the Fire &
Rescue Services, Government,
Insurers and the fire industry
as benchmarks for companies
delivering these fire protection
services and demonstrate
their competence.
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OUR RISK ASSESSMENT PROCESS
We have a five-step process to ensure our reports are
robust and useful to you, our residential and commercial
property management clients.
1.	Our starting point is to collect useful information
about the maintenance checks in place. We strongly
encourage the use of our document checklist; our previsit information gathering tool. This process helps add
robust information to the risk assessment process.
2.	
We aim to visit your property at the next available
date and access as many areas as possible.You, or a
Director from the building, are welcome to join us on
the property visits..
3.	
Our goal is to issue our property reports within a
short space of time; residential property reports (3
working days) and commercial property reports (5
working days). All reports are issued in WORD and
PDF formats.

FLAT FIRE – STOKE
NEWINGTON

4.	
As of January 2020, we will include a block risk
assessment summary with the normal reports. This
Excel spreadsheet lists the identified actions, page
references and timescales. This gives you a workable
document and allows us to build your portfolio risk
assessment summary.
5.	
From January 2020, we will issue a portfolio risk
assessment summary report after each inspection.
This document will summarise the properties we
have visited for you over the year to date. This
document also highlights the common issues and
raise awareness on the properties requiring the most
attention.
We constantly strive to make our property inspection
information useful and action orientated.

Document
Checklist

Property
Visit

Four fire engines and 25 firefighters were called
to a fire at a flat on Colberg Place in Stoke
Newington in November 2019.
A basement flat was destroyed by the blaze.
Firefighters wearing breathing apparatus rescued a
man from the flat and another woman left before the
Brigade arrived. They were both treated on scene for
smoke inhalation.
The Brigade was called at 0158 and the fire was
under control by 0317. Fire crews from three fire
stations were in attendance.
The cause of the fire is under investigation.

Report
Production

Block Risk
Assessment
Summary

Contact us for further information

01403 336337
07946 059552

Portfolio Risk
Assessment
Summary

www.dpmaree.com

e: dom@dpmaree.com   
l: uk.linkedin.com/in/dommaree/

